1914]     THE   BATTLE   JOINED   IN   THE   WEST

saw from the slopes above the Grand Morin a land
of coppice and pasture rolling southward to a broad
valley, and far off the dusk of many trees. It was
the forest of Fontainebleau and the vale of the Seine.
The Allies had fallen back behind all but one of the
Hour rivers which from north and east open the way
to Paris. That night they were encamped along
the very streams towards which a hundred years
before Napoleon had retired before Schwarzenberg
and Bliicher.
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